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News sbout reorgsnization of the Bulgarian Army has reached the Western
agencies The man who has besn entrusted to carry out this
task iz General Atanssov, Commander in Chief of the Bulgarian Peonle's
Army. His position is aimilar tc that of Mgrshe Rokossovski in Poland,

Atanascv 1s of Bulgarian origin, a Soviet subject and a full
General .. wue Red Army. ne reoeived nis militarv and political truining

in Moscow ‘5OX1 -HUM

\ He srrived in Sofia only & few weeks ago and

imnediately Took complete control. His headquarters was moved to sn unknown
place in the 2cuntryside. In the first place he purged Bulgarian Army
unre’ichle eler nte and made sll necessary arrangements for the indoctrination
of Army political officers. Then he set to work in strengthening
the 1. .gh.e. | «Cruw of the Bulgarisn Army.
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the total nimber ~F the ”‘7““~~*" Tmn T Taresg dincreased

%0 approximately 160,000 aft~- the call-up of the new five-year reservigts.
Another 30,000 men including technical p...cuuv. cav ous vailg in the Air Force
and Navy. The Land Army has teen egquipped with Soviet tanks of T-34% type,
srmored cars of Soviet and Czech manufacture, heavy artillery, and &

number of jet-gircraft. It is understood, however, that these Jets have
already surpassed in number the ordinary propelled YAK and old German
sirplanes which were in use i» +we Bulgarian Army. Pilots of the new jets
are reported to be mainl Soviets as there are not enough Bulgarian pilots
available at the moment.

Or 23 Jul 51, a Soviet military delegation arrived in Sofia to inspect the
Tug omnde Ly Lhe & o btellite army. ihis asiegacion wuas led by the Soviet
Genarzl Stachanov.
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